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A Perversion as Transformation: Linear and  

Non-Linear Development Across 50 Years 

Saturday, January 26, 2019 

10:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Kramer-Mahler Lecture 

EVENT DESCRIPTION: The focus will be on multi-interactive systems that influence 

development. One subject from Mahler's Masters Children’s Center, with original 

observational data and various follow-up measures including the adult attachment 

interview, will be presented. He showed an unanticipated transformation at age 14, the 

emergence of a perversion, which disappeared by age 28. He will be discussed in two ways. 

First, we will track anomalies in linear growth that interfere with forward movement. 

Secondly, we will identify the transformative potential that arises from the biologically-

inspired pull forward that represents those sudden, abrupt, nonlinear shifts that take the 

child toward new levels of feeling, perceiving, and thinking. Rigidity fostered by excessive 

aggression reduces the potential to accommodate new possibilities. Therapeutic 

collaboration can assist in a transforming dialogue that sparks new narratives that expand 

the way forward. 
 

 

PRESENTER: Wendy Olesker, PhD 

Dr. Olesker is a Training and Supervising Analyst at the New York Psychoanalytic Institute 

and is on the Faculty at the NYU Postdoctoral Program in Psychoanalysis and 

Psychotherapy. She is a Senior Editor of The Psychoanalytic Study of the Child and is on 

the Editorial Board of The International Journal of Psychoanalysis.  

 Rockland— 

East Fairmount Park 

3810 Mt. Pleasant Drive 

Philadelphia, PA 19121 

 

Register online at 

www.philanalysis.org 

2 CE/CME credits available (see reverse for details) 

Free for PCOP Members 

$50 for Non-Members Seeking Credit 

$20 for Non-Members not Seeking Credit 
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CONTINUING MEDICAL EDUCATION/CONTINUING EDUCATION 

Continuing Medical Education (CME): 

This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the accreditation 
requirements and policies of the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education 
(ACCME) through the joint providership of American Psychoanalytic Association and the 
Psychoanalytic Center of Philadelphia. The American Psychoanalytic Association is accredited by 
the ACCME to provide continuing medical education for physicians. 

The American Psychoanalytic Association designates this Live Activity for a maximum of 2 AMA 
PRA Category 1 Credit(s)™. Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with the 
extent of their participation in the activity.  

IMPORTANT DISCLOSURE INFORMATION FOR ALL LEARNERS: None of the planners and 
presenters of this CME program have any relevant financial relationships to disclose. 

 

Continuing Education for Psychologists (CE):  

The Psychoanalytic Center of Philadelphia is approved by the American 
Psychological Association to sponsor continuing education for psychologists.  
The Psychoanalytic Center of Philadelphia maintains responsibility for this 
program and its content. Every session of this program offers CE credit for 
psychologists. 

 

Continuing Education for Social Workers, Marriage and Family Therapists, and 
Professional Counselors (CE): In accordance w ith the requirements of the 
Commonwealth of PA dated 12/23/06 [PA Code: Title 49, Ch. 47-49], The State Board of Social 
Workers, Marriage and Family Therapists, and Professional Counselors recognizes the American 
Psychological Association (APA) as a preapproved provider of continuing education programs 
for social workers and clinical social workers, marriage and family therapists, and professional 
counselors in the State of Pennsylvania. The Psychoanalytic Center of Philadelphia is approved 
by the American Psychological Association to sponsor continuing education programs. 

For more information about this event or other continuing education programs, please 
contact the administrative office of the Psychoanalytic Center of Philadelphia: 

 

Rockland – East Fairmount Park 
3810 Mt. Pleasant Drive 
Philadelphia, PA  19121 

215-235-2345 
pcop@philanalysis.org 

EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES: 
At the end of this program, participants will be able to: 

1. Describe new ways of understanding development that highlight concepts of both 

linearity and nonlinearity in development. 

2. Describe the new therapeutic possibilities when these two views of development are 

coordinated. 

3. Describe the emergence of a perversion. 

mailto:pcop@philanalysis.org

