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The Development of the “False Object” and 

Transformation in Mental Representations 

Friday, January 25, 2019 

7:30 pm - 9:30 pm 

Kramer-Mahler Lecture 

EVENT DESCRIPTION: This presentation will make use of a unique set of data about 

an adult psychotherapy patient across her life span and within three generations. The adult 

patient, as a child, and her mother were studied at Mahler's Masters Children's Center 

using observational notes, interviews, and psychological testing. Follow-up study included 

videos and detailed assessments of the patient, her mother, and her daughter. There will 

be a focus on the intergenerational transmission of defenses for managing affects within 

the context of attachment. Process from the patient's adult psychotherapy will link early 

relationships to the present, especially how aggression influences defense and memory. 

This is an unusual opportunity to evaluate central constructs of Mahler's work and their 

relationship to contemporary perspectives. A focus will also be on the role of the parent in 

the development of the "false object," in contrast to Winnicott's "false self." 

 

PRESENTER: Wendy Olesker, PhD 

Dr. Olesker is a Training and Supervising Analyst at the New York Psychoanalytic Institute 

and is on the Faculty at the NYU Postdoctoral Program in Psychoanalysis and 

Psychotherapy. She is a Senior Editor of The Psychoanalytic Study of the Child and is on 

the Editorial Board of The International Journal of Psychoanalysis. 

 

DISCUSSANTS: Ruth Fischer, MD; Fayez El-Gabalawi, MD 

 Rockland— 

East Fairmount Park 

3810 Mt. Pleasant Drive 

Philadelphia, PA 19121 

 

Register online at 

www.philanalysis.org 

2 CE/CME credits available (see reverse for details) 

Free for PCOP Members 

$50 for Non-Members Seeking Credit 

$20 for Non-Members not Seeking Credit 

An optional dinner will be held at Rockland at 6:00 pm before 

the forum.  

The dinner is $25 ($20 for PCOP trainees). 

mailto:pcop@philanalysis.org


CONTINUING MEDICAL EDUCATION/CONTINUING EDUCATION 

Continuing Medical Education (CME): 

This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the accreditation 
requirements and policies of the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education 
(ACCME) through the joint providership of American Psychoanalytic Association and the 
Psychoanalytic Center of Philadelphia. The American Psychoanalytic Association is accredited by 
the ACCME to provide continuing medical education for physicians. 

The American Psychoanalytic Association designates this Live Activity for a maximum of 2 AMA 
PRA Category 1 Credit(s)™. Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with the 
extent of their participation in the activity.  

IMPORTANT DISCLOSURE INFORMATION FOR ALL LEARNERS: None of the planners and 
presenters of this CME program have any relevant financial relationships to disclose. 

 

Continuing Education for Psychologists (CE):  

The Psychoanalytic Center of Philadelphia is approved by the American 
Psychological Association to sponsor continuing education for psychologists.  
The Psychoanalytic Center of Philadelphia maintains responsibility for this 
program and its content. Every session of this program offers CE credit for 
psychologists. 

 

Continuing Education for Social Workers, Marriage and Family Therapists, and 
Professional Counselors (CE): In accordance w ith the requirements of the 
Commonwealth of PA dated 12/23/06 [PA Code: Title 49, Ch. 47-49], The State Board of Social 
Workers, Marriage and Family Therapists, and Professional Counselors recognizes the American 
Psychological Association (APA) as a preapproved provider of continuing education programs 
for social workers and clinical social workers, marriage and family therapists, and professional 
counselors in the State of Pennsylvania. The Psychoanalytic Center of Philadelphia is approved 
by the American Psychological Association to sponsor continuing education programs. 

For more information about this event or other continuing education programs, please 
contact the administrative office of the Psychoanalytic Center of Philadelphia: 

 

Rockland – East Fairmount Park 
3810 Mt. Pleasant Drive 
Philadelphia, PA  19121 

215-235-2345 
pcop@philanalysis.org 

EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES: 
At the end of this program, participants will be able to: 

1. Articulate the process of development and transmission of coping mechanisms, 

specifically as they relate to aggression across generations. 

2. Describe the development of internalized "false objects" and the implications for the 

creation of character pathology and its treatment. 

3. Describe clinical correlations with Margaret Mahler's theories regarding separation and 

individuation, mode of attachment, formation and transformation of internal 

representations. 
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